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After having lost bwice on the same ballol question 0 previous years, many hanters in Alaskn were
shagitical that we could meverse our fade on the third go around. In 1996 and again in 2000 Alsskan solers
were asked io decade whether predaionprey management by the use of serinl axsistance shoald be allowed
i o stmie.  Bioth time the resounding answer was na, Fortunately the Alssks |_.-l.-_ﬂ:i-lh.lw remmariied i®
friendly hands and we were abile bo overturm those other citizen initintives afier the mnqj..mr} a yEar

walting period

We knew going in that we had towin this time or we could (Bee the very read possibility that the
Legisiaure would finally concede that the will of the majoriy of Alaskans was against we sportsmen snd
wommen, That i where vou cane (o the rescoe. Although the SC1 Family has provided pood kevels of
cooperation on such isswes before, | connot remember such an out-pourng of suppon such as we received
here i Alaskn. The number of chapters and individual members wha headed the call for help was
overwhelming, nof to mention very humbling.

Soney ks the mother's milk of caompalges. Wikt it you usually don™t have mech of a chance of
v'mmrq;. Through the effors of 01, Alaskass for Professsonal Wikdlite Manapement was able 1o
constroct & winming campaign. SC1 funding allowed us 1o hire 5 prolessional umhi:hg i anad do the
requisite polling to establish who oar likely allies were among voters and what our message should be,
Such & professional effor paid ofT in spades the night of tbe election as we waited with bailed breath for
it resmlts. Whsen the first nambers. Mashed up on the screen o election central i Anchomge, none of
could bedlewe iar eoyes. We were nol oaly winming, we wene kicking their {anii-hunters) barits.

[ canmot find the veords 1o describe our gralrisde to the SCI Famsly for this vietory, When the dusi sctiled
and the final sccoumtng of our victory was msewed, SC1, i chapiers and its members donatod over 5%
of the lunding for this compaign. Ohver 5 chapiers and individeals contribused ﬁwl-udains e 1| qhnﬂm
from outside the country. There are many groups out there who deserve our ihanks, as well as our
support, For they 100 are in the bagile 1o sapport hanting, bit no other one groap can cver comtest us for the
statermend & our logo, “Firs fior Hisalens®™, | am tnily prowd io be a member of the world"s leading hunter-
comservationist frtermity.

From the bear of a bunder, | extend my deepest apprecintion o all of you for your part in saving
professional wildlife management here in Alaska, snd espegially to our President, Merle Shopand who
sucgessfully encouraged this progess

Sincerely,

Eddse Gmsser, Presideni
SCI Alnsha Chapier
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